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ABOUT the  ORGANIZATION

Environmental Educators of North Carolina (EENC)
is North Carolina’s affiliate of the North American

Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE),
an integrated network of professionals in the field of

environmental education with membership throughout
North America and in more than 55 countries.

EENC’s mission is to promote excellence in professional
development and facilitate networking opportunities,

inspiring educators to create an environmentally
literate citizenry.

EENC’s vision is to connect diverse professionals
and organizations to each other and to high quality
environmental education materials and programs,

demonstrating leadership in North Carolina and beyond.

EENC is an entirely volunteer run, membership-based
organization. To meet the needs of smaller groups

throughout the state, North Carolina is organized into
three sections: Western, Central, and Eastern.  

Committee & section meetings and retreats occur 
throughout the yearand culminate at the statewide  

annual conference.

www.eenc.org
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 Albemarle-Pamlico National Estuary Program
PAST PRESIDENT  ..................................................... Tom Shepherd
 High Point Parks and Recreation
SECRETARY  ..................................................................Lara Overby
 Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools
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COMMUNICATION ........................................... Chip Freund, Volunteer
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EDUCATION .................................................................Tracey Ritchie
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                                                               Ernie McElhaney, Volunteer
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 North Carolina Arboretum
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EASTERN SECTION .................................................... Allison Vinson
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         Beth Cranford, NC Museum of Natural Sciences
WESTERN SECTION .........................................................Kelly Hoke
 Catawba Soil & Water Conservation District
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In April, the Museum of Natural Sciences officially opened the doors of 
their new wing, the Nature Research Center.  EENC was a part of the 
24-hour celebration as an exhibitor on Jones Street near the entrance 
to the new wing.  EENC Members kept the booth going strong for the 

full 24 hours by sharing information about EE programs and resources 
in North Carolina.  In addition, visitors could test knowledge on a variety 

of environmental topics by spinning the prize wheel.  Thanks again to 
the EENC members that made it possible: Jessica Ball, Susan Christ-
man, Glenn Gossett, Amanda Johnson, Grace Lawrence, Lois Nixon,  

Sue-Anne Solem, Sarah Palmer, and Susannah Thompson.  Board 
members had a key role in pulling the exhibit together and keeping 

everything running smoothly including Central Section Co-Chairs Beth 
Cranford and Mir Youngquist-Thurow, Elizabeth Burke, Renee Strnad, 

and Sarah Yelton.  

September was a big month with two EENC Board Members, Renee 
Strnad and Sarah Yelton, traveling to Kentucky to take part in the first 

annual Southeast Environmental Education Alliance (SEEA)  
Conference.  SEEA became an official affiliate of the North American 

Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE) in 2012.  The  
conference was an opportunity to network with other EEers from other 

states, as well as beginning to create the organization structure for 
SEEA.  More about SEEA on page 7.
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Also in September, EENC hosted  an EE Community Roundtable.  
EENC was proud to partner with the Office of Environmental Education 
and Public Affairs and EE Capacity Project (based at Cornell  
University) to host the roundtable at the Walnut Creek Wetland Center 
in Raleigh.  This event, facilitated by Akiima Price, brought together 
community leaders and EE professionals to discuss how to integrate 
quality of life issues into environmental education planning and pro-
gramming.  Thirty community members attended the roundtable from 
organizations including the NC Legislature, Haven House, NC State 
University, Conservation Trust of North Carolina, Outdoor Afro, Friends 
of State Parks, Center for Human-Earth Restoration, Partners for  
Environmental Justice, NC Central University, City of Raleigh City 
Council, Center for Environmental Farming Systems, NC Museum of 
Natural Sciences, and Wake County Parks, Recreation, and Open 
Space.  The work from this event will be used with other national round-
tables and work groups to create the Community EE Guidelines, part of 
the Guidelines for Excellence project.
 

The annual NAAEE Conference was held in Oakland, California, 
during October.  Two board members, Bill Crowell and Renee Strnad, 
represented EENC at the conference and they attended the two-day  
affiliate workshop as well as the Affiliate Welcome.  Renee also assist-
ed the NAAEE Advocacy Committee with several presentations.  North 
Carolina was called up in several sessions to share information about 
the state’s Environmental Literacy Plan and the research being done by 
NC State graduate student, Kathryn Tate, on the statewide  
environmental literacy survey.  Several other past and present EENC 
members were also in attendance at the conference.
 

The year wrapped up with the 5th Annual GrEEn Crafting Party at 
Blue Jay Point County Park.  This is a popular event and a chance 
for EENC members to catch-up after a busy autumn.  As always, the 
highlight is learning ways to upcycle something that you may just throw 
away.  This year, crafters learned how to make swags from natural 
materials, candlesticks from scrap wood, and shrinky-dinks from plastic 
clam-shell packaging!  
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Environmental Educators of North Carolina’s 2012 conference, Scouting Out EE in NC, took participants down east to the banks of 
the Pamlico River in Blounts Creek, North Carolina.  Hurricane Sandy churned off the coast, but 65 participants still traveled to the East 
Carolina Scout Reservation for two days filled with workshops, field trips, conference sessions, roundtable discussions, and networking.
Friday workshop participants became more familiar with Aldo Leopold and his influence on the United State environmental movement 
through viewing the movie Green Fire, taking part in classroom activities from the Leopold Education Project’s activity guide.  Solo 
nature observation and reflections resulted in each participant drafting their own land ethic.  Those not participating in the workshop 
had the opportunity to take part in a field trip to PotashCorp’s phosphate mine and the Aurora Fossil Museum.  Upon their return, a few 
brave folks took to kayaks for a paddle along the shore of the Pamlico River.  
 

The conference kicked off on Friday evening with a musical performance from Pamlico Joe and Clean Water Flow.  Participants learned 
and sang about all the unique creatures and plants along the Pamlico River as they took part in River School.  Sandy’s rain bands  
subsided long enough for a big bonfire on the river shore, and more singing (with guitar accompaniment) and s’more making continued 
into the late evening hours.  
 

Saturday brought concurrent sessions and roundtable discussions focusing on four main topic areas: early childhood education, serving 
diverse audiences, EE research, and water resources.  The silent auction picked up steam into the afternoon, with over 90 items to bid 
on!  Saturday evening the festivities shifted to the North Carolina Estuarium in Washington for the annual EENC Awards Banquet.  The 
awards presentation wrapped up with a live auction.  In total, the silent and live auction raised over $1600 to help fund future  
conference scholarships!  
 

Overall the conference succeeded in bringing together a variety of environmental educators from a wide variety of fields and stages of 
their careers as they worked to build skills and knowledge needed to advance environmental literacy in North Carolina. 
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Environmental Educators of North Carolina annually recognizes environmental educators, EENC members, organizations, and partners 
for their valuable contributions to North Carolina’s environmental education community and the EE field.  The 2012 aware recipients 
were announced on Saturday, October 27, during the Awards Banquet at the North Carolina Esturaium in Washington, North Carolina.

Environmental Educator of the Year 
SARAH HAGGERTY
 

Sarah Haggerty received the 2012  
Environmental Educator of the Year Award 
in recognition of her leadership as the  
Director of Education at the Piedmont  
Wildlife Center. As a teacher she finds 
inspiration in Aldo Leopold and John Muir, 
and helps students find a lasting  
connection with the natural world. As a 
leader she mentors all those she  
encounters to help them in find a deeper 
way to appreciate the natural world.  

Environmental Educator of the Year 
ERIC McDUFFIE
 

Eric McDuffie received the 2012  
Environmental Educator of the Year Award 
for his work as an eighth grade science 
teacher at C. W. Stanford Middle an  in  
Hillsboro. The award recognizes his efforts 
to create an eco-classroom centered on 
water quality and water resources. Inspired 
by the No Child Left Inside movement, he  
identified a patch of mature deciduous  
forest with a creek running through it, and 
built an outdoor, hands-on learning space 
that both the middle and high school  
classrooms can use. He was part of the 
leadership team that merged a storm water 

runoff project with hands-on education. 
Through the project, students learn that 
surface water runoff is the largest  
contributor to water pollution, and they  
experience this firsthand through  
monitoring and observation of the eco-
classroom. 

Exceptional Environmental  
Education Program
PISGAH CENTER FOR  
WILDLIFE EDUCATION
 

The Pisgah Center for Wildlife Education 
is the 2012 winner of the Environmental 
Educators of North Carolina’s Exceptional 
Environmental Education Program award.  
The Pisgah Center for Wildlife Education 
is an ideal example of what an exceptional 
environmental education program can be. 
Annually the Center has about 13,000 
program participants, more than a 100,000 
visitors, and it is free. It is a bridge between 
traditional hunting and fishing,  
environmental management for the  
common good, and education using the 
outdoors as a classroom. Their scope and 
scale reaches tourists through visits to the 
center, teachers through workshops, and 
into the classroom with direct programming. 
 

Outstanding Partner
POTASH CORPORATION of AURORA
 

The Potash Corporation of Aurora received 
the 2012 Outstanding Partnership award 
for their role in supporting environmental 
education and the goals of the  
Environmental Educators of North Carolina. 
Through contributions to environmental 
education facilities in Eastern North  
Carolina, they have provided places and 
materials for students to learn. They  
support hands-on education throughout the 
state by providing fossil soil. Additionally, 
they take considerable time and effort to 
return mine sites to its natural ecosystem 
in spite of significant challenges. They walk 
the walk, and provide high quality  
educational opportunities and are great 
environmental stewards.
 
Melva Fager Okun Lifetime  
Achievement Award
ELIZABETH BURKE
 

Elizabeth Burke received the 2012 Melva 
Fager Okun Lifetime Achievement Award. 
This award is not given every year, nor is 
it given lightly. The recipients of this award 
show a lifelong dedication to  
environmental education, have served in a 
leadership capacity on the EENC Board of
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Directors, have worked with the North 
American Association of Environmental 
Educators (NAAEE), and have  
demonstrated best environmental  
education practices.  As one of the first 
individuals to become a Certified  
Environmental Educator in North Carolina, 
it is easy to understand Elizabeth’s 
dedication to EE.  Even after moving out of 
NC, she continued to serve on the EENC 
Board as Communications Chair. She lead 
the change from  periodic print newslet-
ters to more environmentally sound digital 
newsletter, oversaw the development of 
EENC’s web presence, and continued to 
be at the center of EENC communications 
while we hosted the NAAEE conference 
in 2011. Through that time she never lost 
sight of her expressed goal, “To know 
nature, it’s critical to hold it in your hand. 
To fully understand the interdependence of 
organisms, there’s no substitute for seeing 
it in action.”  

Outstanding Service
SARAH YELTON
 

The 2012 winner of the EENC Outstanding 
Service award is Sarah Yelton. Regardless 
of her professional role, she has excelled 
at forwarding environmental education 
through her ability to form, nurture, and 
strengthen partnerships. She has worked 

tirelessly on the NC Environmental Literacy 
Plan. While on the EENC Board, Sarah  
 

 

has served as the partnership chair and 
ushered EENC into the partnership with 
the Southeast EE Alliance by serving as 
EENC’s liaison to the group. She has also 
been the point of contact for a blossoming 
NC Green Schools program. In each role, 
she put the success of the project in the 
forefront, while keeping an eye on  
environmental literacy and stewardship. 
She has the gift of being able to bring 
people to the table, make hard decisions, 
and leave the room with respect and  
friendship.

Outstanding Practitioner
TERRI KIRBY-HATHAWAY
 

Terri Kirby Hathaway has received the 2012 
Outstanding Practitioner award from the 
EENC. Terri has a daily impact on EENC 
and the field of environmental education. 
As an educator she continues to expand 
her skills and helps others become better 
educators. She has stepped forward to  
become one of the facilitators for the  
Methods of Teaching Environmental  
Education which is required for EE  
Certification.  She travels the state to 
teach workshops about the ocean, and 
has presented at conferences for various 
education organizations, including EENC’s 
Annual Conference, Mid-Atlantic Marine 
Education Association, NC Science  
Teachers Association, National Marine  
Educators Association, and NAAEE.   
 

 

Beyond all else, Terri’s warmth and  
enthusiasm for anything related to the 
ocean, environmental education, and  
environmental health is contagious. 

Outstanding Newcomer
CHIP FREUND
 

The EENC Newcomer Award not only goes 
to someone who is new to the organization 
but also someone who has had an  
immediate effect. Chip Freund has received 
the 2012 Newcomer award for that reason. 
A few days after becoming a member, he 
was asked to be a part of the  
Communications committee. Chip stepped 
into the role as the Communication Co-
Chair. Communcations is one of the board 
positions with the greatest responsibilities 
and consequences of failure. Chip merged 
his skills and abilities with the  
Communications Chair and helped create 
a more effective communication plan. He 
saved EENC money through becoming 
EENC’s webmaster and helped create and 
hone our social media presence.  Most  
importantly, he has a vision of moving 
EENC communication forward with tools 
that will simplify communications and are 
more cost effective. 
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The Southeast Environmental Education Alliance (SEEA) is a group of states that form the Environmental Protection Agency’s  
Region 4 area: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee.  Though meeting  
informally for many years at NAAEE conferences, the group officially became the second regional NAAEE Affiliate in 2012 (New  
England Environmental Education Alliance is the other regional affiliate).  
 

The driving force behind the creation of SEEA was to increase capacity for EE in the southeast.  Kentucky is the only affiliate that has 
paid staff members; all the other state EE organizations are volunteer-based, similar to EENC. The strength of the alliance and  
cooperation between the states allowed SEEA to submit, and be awarded, an EPA Headquarters EE grant in 2012.  The grant  
provided each state affiliate funds to help attend the first annual SEEA Conference, held in conjunction with the Kentucky EE  
Association’s conference.  In addition, funding was provided to aware 2-3 grants up to $5000 each for EE projects within each state.  
SEEA liaisons from participating states crafted the grant application, the scoring rubric, and marketed the grant program within their 
home state.  In addition, a team of 15 grant reviewers from each state was formed to help review the 147 applications received from 
across the southeastern states.  North Carolina followed Kentucky with the second most grant applications submitted: 30!  All of North 
Carolina’s grant applications were reviewed and scored by teams from Georgia and Kentucky.
 

The grant program was able to fund 21 projects throughout the southeast with a total funding budget of $92,278.  The North  
Carolina Grant awardees were:  the North Carolina Botanical Garden in Chapel Hill, the Kathleen Clay Edwards Family Branch Library 
in Greensboro, and the Town of Wake Forest.  All North Carolina grant awardees are EENC Organization Members.  Projects will be 
completed by December 2013.  Funding continues to come to EENC from this grant that will assist with travel to assist with travel to the 
2013 SEEA Conference in South Carolina and the NAAEE Conference in Baltimore.  In addition, the group has submitted additional 
grants to help build capacity of individual state affiliates across the region and take part in bi-monthly conference calls to share  
information and ideas.  
 

We would like to thank all the EENC Members that helped review grants in this process:  Lori Blake, Jan Burlee, Trudie Henninger, 
Susan Hunter, Terri Kirby-Hathaway, Katie Kovach, Lois Nixon, Tom Oppewal, Lauren Pyle, Mickey Jo Sorrell, Renee Strnad, Jessica 
Trotman, Sandra Weitzel, and Libby Wilcox.  EENC would also like to extend their sincere appreciation to Sarah Yelton, who served a 
vital role in helping SEEA become a regional affiliate and facilitating the EPA mini-grant process in her role as EENC Partnership Chair 
and SEEA Liaison in 2012.  



YEAR in  REVIEW: GROWING through  PARTNERSHIPS p | 8

Since 2011, EENC Board members have severed on various  
committees for a growing NC Green Schools program.  The program 

is based on successes with the Buncombe County Reading, Riding,  
Retrofit program, under the leadership of Executive Director Robin 

Cape.  In 2012, EENC Board members Keith Bamberger, Tracey 
Ritchie, and Sarah Yelton served on committees to discuss awards, 
building the program across the state, and creating program rubrics.

  

EENC and the NC Children and Nature Coalition (NCCAN!) have 
been partners for many years.  Together, EENC and NCCAN! drafted 

the NC Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights.  EENC is still represented on 
the NCCAN! Leadership Team and annually exhibits at the NCCAN!  

Conference, typically held in March.  This partnership benefits EENC 
as many of the NCCAN! partners are outside of the EENC’s  

membership including health care workers and retail stores specializing 
in outdoor equipment.  The partnership with NCCAN! has also helped 

to introduce early childhood educators to environmental education  
programs and resources. 

Many EENC members work at EE Centers across the state, so it only 
makes sense that our partnership with the NC Association of  

Environmental Education Centers (NCAEEC) continues to grow.  
EENC exhibited at the 2012 NCAEEC conference at W. Kerr Scott Dam 
and Reservoir and Renee Strnad, EENC President, gave an update on  

federal funding for EE.  Included was a discussion on the the  
importance of using patrons as a political voice for program and center 
support in time of funding worries.  EENC’s strategic plan strengthens 

this partnership by highlighting EE Centers during conferences, through 
social media, and in the member newsletter.
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North Carolina Office of Environmental Education and Public  
Affairs and the state Department of Public Instruction have worked 
with EENC and other partners to draft the North Carolina  
Environmental Literacy Plan.  The intent of the literacy plan is not to 
add to the workload of our state’s teachers and administrators but to 
provide a framework to support the integration of environment literacy 
into the required curriculum and to support schools and teachers who 
are using the environment to engage student learning and increase  
student, teacher and institutional STEM achievement.  Developing a 
coordinated, strategic environmental literacy plan will help ensure that 
we are producing graduates who are globally competitive in a 21st 
century workforce and prepared to work towards a sustainable future 
for our state. Incorporating environmental literacy into the curriculum 
improves student achievement, health and nutrition, engages students 
in learning across core subjects, and better prepares graduates for  
college and the workforce. 

EENC helped support this work by reviewing the proposed science and 
social studies standards during the open comment periods to  
highlight areas where environmental literacy was a strong fit, or could 
be strengthened.  This work helped create the Geography and  
Environmental Literacy strand in the social studies curriculum.  

As part of a long-standing partnership, the North Carolina EE  
Certification Advisory Board housed within the Office of  
Environmental Education and Public Affairs includes a representative 
from EENC.  The program saw hundreds of new enrollees in 2012 and 
there are currently 1028 certified Environmental Educators with 
another 711 people enrolled in the certification program.  
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ASSETS       
 

Checking Account  $ 22,685.77 
Savings Account  $ 27,702.53 
  
TOTAL ASSETS $ 50,388.30 
    
INCOME  
 

Membership $ 3785.73
Conference $ 15,999.62
Development & Grants $ 7667.13
 
TOTAL INCOME $ 27,452.48
                              
EXPENSES
 

Administration $ 3051.81
Professional Development/Affiliations $ 633.66
Communication $ 829.70
Regional Sections $ 48.69
Membership $ 1245.62
Promotion/Outreach1  $ 873.21
SEEA Travel $ 809.68
NAAEE Conference2  $ 7950.00
EENC Conference $ 9960.29
Miscellaneous Expenses3  $ 5002.00
 
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 30,404.66 

1  Over budget due to Board’s decision to purchase prize wheel for  
    outreach events
2  Final payments made for 2011 NAAEE Conference  
    (reimbursements and invoices)
3  Includes $4800 for a complete audit of accounts

BUDGET BALANCE
 

Total Income   $ 27, 452.48
Total Expenses   --   30,404.66

Budget Balance ( $ 2952.18)
(Contingency)
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For each meeting, a brief overview of the major topics is listed below. To obtain the full agenda or minutes, please 
contact the EENC Secretary or President.
January 28 – High Point
Piedmont Environmental Center
 

Strategic plan, new member orientation, NAAEE wrap-up, 2012 
conference preliminary planning, budget review and planning, 
introduction to EENC Board Google Site

March 31 – Blounts Creek
East Carolina Scout Reservation
 

2012 conference planning, NAAEE reconciliation, Café Press 
revamp, SEEA discussion

July 14 – Asheville
NC Arboretum
 

2012 conference update, policy manual review and revisions, 
changes to bylaws reflecting major changes in some board  
member roles in regards to conference planning

December 1 – Durham
Renee’s Home
 

SEEA mini-grant update, 2012 conference wrap-up, 2013 confer-
ence preliminary planning, 2014 conference location discussion 
(SEEA regional conference), transition to 2013 Board Members, 
2013 meeting dates set

During 2012, EENC Board Members donated over 1250 hours of time to the organization  
and $3238.09 in monetary and in-kind donations.
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EXPEDITION LEVEL
$2000 +
Progress Energy Foundation 

EXPLORER LEVEL
$1000
Albemarle-Pamlico National  
Estuary Program 

TRAILBLAZER LEVEL
$250 
Friends of State Parks 
 

 

Thank you to our 2012 Conference Sponsors!

Day Sponsor: Lois Nixon
Half-day Sponsors:  Terri Kirby-Hathaway & Stephanie Avett
Supporter:  Sue Metz

The following organizations sponsored the 2012 EENC Annual Conference through the  
donation of time, space, programs, or materials.  Thank you for supporting the professional de-
velopment of educators in North Carolina!
 East Carolina Scout Reservation
 North Carolina Estuarium
 Potash Corporation of America
 Aurora Fossil Museum
 Goose Greek State Park
 Weyerhaeuser’s Cool Springs EE Center
 Pamlico Joe & Clean Water Flo 

And of course, a very special thank you to the numerous members and organizations who  
donated items for the silent and live auctions!
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Help support environmental educators and the work they do by making a contribution to EENC of 
becoming actively involved in the organization.  Monetary donations are essential for running the 

organization and its annual conference.  Donations can be made online at www.eenc.org.

EENC is an all-volunteer professional membership organization run by environmental educators for environmental educators; no matter 
what stage of their career they find themselves.  You can help your professional organization by helping to plan and participating in local 
or sectional EENC events.  You can also help the Board plan and conduct the annual conference, or join one of the standing  
committees.  And though it may seem daunting, serving on the Board of Directors is an excellent way to learn about your organization.  

EENC would like to thank the following organizations for donating their support  
and staff time for their employees to sit on the EENC Board of Directors:
Agape Center for EE
High Point Parks and Recreation
Mud Pie Planet
NC State University, Dept. of Forestry and Environmental Resources
Randolph County Schools
Winston-Salem/Forsyth County School System
NC Department of Environment and Natural Resource, Div. of Air Quality
Albemarle-Pamlico National Estuary Program
NC Arboretum
Bald Head Island Conservancy
UNC Institute for the Environment
Staurolite Resource Group
NC Museum of Natural Sciences
East Carolina Scout Reservation
Catawba Soil & Water Conservation District



www.eenc.org www.facebook.com/EENCfriends
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